
Predators

What animals do you think prey on the Mallard 
duck?

Photo courtesy of: E Garrick, Southland Fish & Game

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students can write up what animals they think could be predators of the Mallard duck, can be done individually or as a class group



Hawk

it will swoop down on ducklings

Image sourced from: Glenda Rees by Glenda Rees http://www.flickr.com/photos/nzsamphotofanatic/ via http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/species/swamp-harrier

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nzsamphotofanatic/
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/species/swamp-harrier


Cat

Will hunt at any time of 
the day for ducklings.  
Cats will also kill adult 
female ducks sitting on 
nests.

Photo courtesy of: E Garrick & C Stewart, Southland Fish & Game



Stoat

Will hunt ducklings and eat eggs and like the cat, will kill adult 
female ducks sitting on eggs.

Photo courtesy of E Garrick, Southland Fish & Game



Rat

Will eat eggs

Photo sourced: http://www.doc.govt.nz/pagefiles/2044/norway-rat-565.jpg By Rod Morris

http://www.doc.govt.nz/pagefiles/2044/norway-rat-565.jpg


Pukeko

Photo courtesy of: J Dyer, Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game



How do we control 
Predators?
Unfortunately we are unable to protect ducks from 
all predators, but we can target two of them – rats 
and stoats.
This is a DOC 200 trap.  It has a tunnel system so that 
weka can’t stretch in and get the egg that is used for 
bait.  
These traps have to be checked regularly and the 
predators removed from them so they can be reset 
and ready to use again.
You will need an adult to help you set one of these 
traps as they are very strong.

Photos courtesy of Department of Conservation Hokitika



This is a Good Nature Trap.  What is different about this trap from the DOC 200, is it is able to kill up to 24 
stoats or rats before it needs human attention.  This is done by a canister of CO₂ which is used to power a rod 
that is activated when the stoat or rat puts its head up into the device. It will re-load itself ready for the next 
predator.  Take a look:

Click here to play: https://youtu.be/YnTk4V6d0cQ

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WARNING THIS VIDEO DOES SHOW THE KILLING OF AN ANIMAL. Double click in the middle of the white edged box and the video will start to play.  It runs for 27 seconds. 

https://youtu.be/YnTk4V6d0cQ
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